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FOREWORD 

I nave great pleasure in writing an English Foreword 
to tlil« Sanskrit rendering of the famous commentary on 
the Bhagavndgita by ono of the greatest Saints of the 
Dcccan, Namely Jnanesvara. I have to thank very heart- 
ily Mr. M. P. Oka for haying laid the whole of the Sanskrit- 
knowing public under obligation by rendering into Sanskrit 
this unique piece of Vedantic Mysticism in Marathi. I do 
not think that there is any commentary on the Bhagavadgita 
in any Ian gu ago which comes tip to the level reached by 
the Jnanesvari in tho Marathi language. If Marathi should 
be an object of study to other Provinces of India and to 
other Nations, it would not bo vain to say that it should 
be for the sake of this unique work, tho Jnanesvari. It is 
a marvel how a young person like Jnanesvara, who is 
reported to have entered Samadhi at tho age of 21, should 
have been able to write this unique work, combining tho 
essence of Vedantic teaching with tho practical 
Observation of tho world to tho smallest detail, 
•couched in a beautiful poetical garb, and throbbing 
at every stage with 'Devotional Mysticism which 
carries one nearest God. Tho Jnanessvari is not merely 
ono of tho very best compositions in Marathi, but also one 
of the very first Mr. Oka has done ms tho honour of in' 
viting me to write this brief foreword to it. I am suro 
there are many persons in Maharashtra who are in every 
way bettor qualified to discharge this task than my self. 
Having been invited, however, to do this, I cold not but do 
my duty by tho great personality whoso work Mr. Oka is 
.presenting in a Sanskrit garb to day. I have heard many 
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eminent people say that they understand the Sanskrit 
rendering much sooner than the Marathi original. Thus 
this Sanskrit rendering would be useful not merely to the 
Marathi-speaking publie themselvss who take an interest 
in Sanskrit, but also to persons from other Provinces of 
India who do not know Marathi, but who still take an 
interest in Vedantic Mysticism, and who therefore through 
this Sanskrit garb can appreciate what Jnanesvara has 
done for the sake of humanity. Mr, Oka has 1 



known 



Sanskrit, 



exposition 



endowed with &n extreme facility for rendering ideas even 
from other languages into Sanskrit. It is a fitting monu- 
ment to his grasp of the Sanskrit language that he should 
have devoted these late years of his life to the rendering of 
the Jnanesvari in a Sanskrit garb, and thus have -served 
not merely the peoplo of Maharashtra, but also every one 
in the whole of India who cares either for Sanskrit diction 
or for Gita exposition, or for Vedantic Mysticism expressed 
in any language whatsoever. We are very grateful to 



Mr, 



turn out the remaining parts 



this work also, being thus able to lay fche whole text of the 
Sanskrit Jnanesvari before the world of Oriental 
at an early date. 



Scholars^ 



Nimbal, ( M. S. M.) \ - ^ _ _ . , T . ^.„ 
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